
The burger-burnout on Wednesday 

evening got us off the line at the 2012 

Run to the Sun; then it was pedal to the 

metal, going through the gears for the 

rest of the week as the many events 

raced by.  On a perfect October eve-

ning, the crowd could be found both 

outside and in, as old friendships were 

renewed and new ones were begun.    
 

On Thursday, the poker run with its five stops, beginning on the Island, then 

to Premier Auto Parts, passing through Havasu 95 Speedway, taking a road 

trip to Gene Price Automotive in Parker, ended up at Windsor Automotive 

back in LHC for the drawing of that last card and for a hot dog.  The dog 

and bun supply held out till the end this year, even though several folks had 

more than one and one person had several. The Poker Run entry with the 

fastest ET is at right, the first car to finish. 

Unfortunately, its poker hand was lacking.   
 

Then…..  it was cruise time at the Mall! 
 

Some cars were lined up way before the 

cruise opening time, but the barricades 

were removed a little early since the park-

ing crew was ready to go.  SHRLZ57 

Chevy convertible had a distributor cap 

pop off, then later, it died, requiring some 

manpower to get it into a parking place.  

Tee Taylor, below at right, of One Sum-

mer Night Cruisers, got it going again 

while he also took an air cleaner oil bath. 
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Watching three beautiful cars cruise 

in together is not in the least unusual, 

unless they all have the same maker’s 

mark, from Scott Laitinen of Scott’s 

Insane Choppers.  The Lincoln and 

Caddy were built for a father and son 

out of New Mexico, and the trailing 

Ford has a Canada/LHC owner.  At 

right, is a really tall ‘72 Dodge Power 

Wagon that hails from Yuma. 
 

The ‘27 Ford T at left is no longer 

recognizable when dressed in racing 

togs.  This ride just makes one want 

to hit the track in leather helmet and 

goggles and let the dirt fly.  The drive 

train formerly powered a Pinto station 

wagon.  It’s difficult finding any 

early Chrysler products among all the 

Fords and Chevys, but here’s a ’48  

Plymouth down from Kalama, WA   
 

And, this ‘66 Chrysler Imperial is an 

out-of-season snowbird from Snoho-

mish, WA.  The ragtop was lookin’ 

good in the neighborhood till one 

glimpsed the flipside.  Ouch!  The 

search was on for a can of air.  Ap-

parently these two rain country cruis-

ers don’t know each other, but both 

were probably happy to escape the 

land of clouds and drizzle. 
 

The Fabulous Fifties Ford Club from 

the Valley of the Sun made a show-

ing.  One of their entries is this much 

traveled ‘56 Vicky at left owned by 

Edd and Lori Lovell.  At right, with 

a blower bigger than the 2276 cc en-

gine hiding underneath, we found a 

VW that sucks gas through a 750 

cfm Holley carb, and burns through 

the 1/4 mile in 9.99 seconds at a 136 

mph top speed.  Wow!  Compare that to the stock configuration ‘70 Bug, which boasted a 20 second plus 1/4 mile 

and a top speed in excess of  80 mph, but only with a tail wind and slight downhill grade. 
 

In addition to opening up the parking early this year, having a second entry point into a self-parking area greatly 

sped up the process.  It was also noted that everyone didn’t arrive early like happened last year which then created 

a long line of warm engines and some steamy tempers.  Further, on the subject of cooling, there were more thirst-

quenching Bud stops throughout the venue, and many more food vendors.  Friday brought the first of two days of 

showin’ the cars on the Nautical golf course…... 
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Thursday cruise workers were on the 

job at left, Joe Vetter, Bobbi Fergu-

son, Louise McGarry, Sheri Law-

rence, Carol Steffen and Julie John-

son.  The group at the car show were 

Marilyn Stiller, Larry and Bobbi 

Ferguson, Kathy and Dick Stiller, 

and Bruce Joy.  Fortunately, we had 

a super-fast shutter speed; otherwise 

they would have been just red blurs. 
 

A ‘49 Ford wannabee from Mesa is at 

left; in actuality, it’s a ‘95 T-Bird in 

drag that managed to fly in under the 

radar.  But it must have a ‘49 Ford 

Arizona title…..  Henry J. Kaiser’s 

compact is at right, coincidentally 

also a “Henry J”.  Some were built 

for Sears Roebuck and marketed as  

Allstates for a couple of years.  This 

’51 is a nice custom sporting late 

model Mercedes style headlights. 
 

The first Ford F-Series truck came off 

of the assembly line in 1948, replac-

ing the previous car-based pickup that 

had been sold since 1941. The first 

generation F1, F2, and F3 were built 

from ‘48 till ’52, then in 1953 they 

became the more familiar F100, F250 

and F350 truck line..  This is a full-on 

custom version of a ’48  F1 that was a  

multiple award winner.  
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The South Bay Cruisin’ 50’s club is located 

in the Torrance, CA area. 

The club entered several cars in the Run to 

the Sun; a few of them are shown below. 



On the golf course, under sunny skies and with moderating temperatures, the showing and shining continued Sat-

urday.  At left, a’39 Ford convert with removable hardtop.  The car has a very different treatment of paint and 

wheels than usually seen.  It cruised in from Morongo Valley, a small community hugging the south San Berdoo 

county line.  Center, a bright ‘39 Chevy coupe caught the eye, a Litchfield Park, AZ, entry.  In all the years of 

hearing and using the expression, “squashed like a bug,” I somehow never, ever envisioned the VW at right. 

It’s pure conjecture, but does the Ford sedan above belong to a retired Army Sergeant Major?  How else to explain 

the olive drab shade, but paint as shiny as a new penny?  And, when it comes to paint, this ‘57 Ford convert has 

managed to match an unusual shade of blue paint in both the top and interior upholstery…..  or vice versa.  The 

Ford roadster for sale at right is an unmolested cutie. 
 

Here’s a show-finished Chevy II gas-

ser aptly named “Raisin’ Hell”, since 

it has a skeleton driver.  Bottom left 

are Z28 and SS427 Camaros seeking 

attention, two of the Outcasts’ 40 en-

tries.  The OTHG and Havasu Classics 

clubs each had 29 entries.  The hello 

yellow Ford is next to a sexy 51 Buick 

convert, a great mild custom. 
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Random Run Notes….. The Fri-

day supper served up by the Nautical 

Resort staff was tasty and the line 

moved quickly.  One Eyed Romeo, 

the band, entertained.   Kudos to 

Toni, Food and Beverage Manager, 

who was observed on roller skates as 

she was streaking through the Thurs-

day night Mall cruise.  No, she was 

streaking fully dressed!  The raffle 

engine of last year was again offered.  

Last year’s winner opted for cash.  This year, the winner took the engine, since 

his was getting tired.  So, we can now retire the sign with all the engine specs and 

the misspelled Natical Golf Course.                             Editor                        
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Statistics 
 

Total entries:  756 
 

Paid reserved parking:  509 
 

Pre-registered entrants:  609 
 

Lake Havasu City entrants:  244 
 

Vehicle entries 1960 to 1972:  192 
 

Number of clubs represented:  115 

The 2012 Run to the Sun is history!  Every member that participated did a great job to make our 35th 

anniversary show a great success! 

 

The poker run Thursday morning went well with Steve Buckalew and crew doing what they do best, providing a 

great time for the “poker players”.  Rob at Premier Street Rods said he had so many participants there, his crew 

had to make three trips to the donut shop!  The Thursday night cruise was a huge success. The participants were 

happy, the weather was fantastic, food was plentiful and the beer flowed.  The music by “Chas” was enjoyed by 

all.  Bruce Hall and his team did a great job getting the cars parked without overheating them and the owners.  

 

Friday and Saturday was provided with continued great weather!  The car corral/swap meet was a huge success 

collecting over $2000.  A few cars and a bunch of parts were sold.  The area was almost filled.  Plans have al-

ready started to improve some areas for next year.  Friday’s show and shine went smoothly. The dinner was ex-

cellent, “One-Eye Romeo” was great and everybody seemed to enjoy a great evening! 
 

Saturday, more of the good times rolled with the ladies’ fashion show.  There were great reviews of all the hard 

work the club ladies accomplished to put together another terrific show.  The awards ceremony went smoothly, 

with a cool tribute to Jack MacNeill’s legacy of Run to the Sun coolers he had upholstered over the years.  

 

We could probably write a book about all that was accomplished, but there will be this year’s Run DVD avail-

able soon.  The hard working club members, our host hotel and golf course staff, the beautiful show vehicles and 

their owners made the show another great success story.  My hat is off to all the Relics and Rods members and 

all who volunteered! 

      Dick Stiller, Run to the Sun 2012 Co-Chair 

 

I want to thank all 

Relics and Rods 

members for the 

hard work and their 

accomplishments in preparation 

for and during our Run.  It was 

all of you working together that 

made our show the success that 

it was. 
 

               President Bruce Hall 
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Top Ten Trophies Sponsored by Windsor Automotive 
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‘33 Ford                 Nick Mueller                     LHC ‘36 Ford  Randy & Coleen McDaniel  YorbaLinda 

‘48 Ford F1        Jerry Bradford           Mesa, AZ 

‘55 Chevy    Lee & Marie Coleman    Phoenix. AZ 

‘64 Chevy   Terry & Cindy Nally    San Marco, CA 

‘39 Lincoln Zephyr  Louie Hoekstra   Roswell, NM ‘72 Barracuda    Norm & Jeanne Stephens    LHC   

‘38 Ford       George & India Sepulveda          LHC 

‘35 Ford    Terry & Nikki McDonald    Pueblo, CO 

‘51 Henry J  Larry & Melody Henderson Carlsbad 



Sponsor’s Choice 

Sponsor’s Choice 

President’s Choice 

Sponsor’s Choice 

Sponsor’s Choice 

Sponsor’s Choice 

Sponsor’s Choice  

Motor Trend Pick 

Mayor’s Choice 

Best Flames 

Cop’s Choice 

Coolest Custom 

NSRA Pick 

Havasu Classics  

54 & Older Original 

55-62 Original 

63-72 Original 

27 & Older Modified 

28-31 Modified  

32 Open Modified 

32 Closed Modified 

33-34 Modified 

35-36 Modified 

37-38 Modified 

39-40 Modified 

41-48 Modified 

49-54 Modified  

55-60 Modified 

61-66 Modified 

67-72 Modified 

55 Chevy Modified 

56 Chevy Modified 

57 Chevy Modified 

52 & Older Truck 

53-56 Truck 

57-72 Truck 

Pony Car 

Muscle Car 

Race & Sports Car 

T-Bird or Corvette 

Wagon/Sdn Dlvry 

Under Construction 

Rat Rod 

The Relics & Rods website is just a click away:   http://www.relicsandrods.com/ 

 

And the rest of  the 2012 Run to the Sun trophy winners were: 
 
 

Trophy          Sponsor          Winner       Car          From 
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Natural Tease 

Nautical Resort 

Nautical Resort 

Windsor Auto 

Romer Beverage 

The Shops at LHC 

Discount Tire 

Radio Show Pick 

LHC Mayor 

Pro Firefighters 

FOP Lodge #47 

One Summer Night 

NSRA Mel Laitenan 

R&R Car Pick 

Coldwell Banker 

Lange Veterinary 

First Savings 

Desert Thunder M/C 

Selman & Assoc 

Alignment Doctor 

Unique Auto Parts 

CarQues/Jack’s  

Havasu Classics 

Boat Broker 

Ron’s Custom Detail 

OTHG LHC 

Discount Tire 

Marcia Kellison 

Outcasts LHC 

Sound Bank Elect 

Ron’s Audio 

ETA Automotive 

Liska’s Apothecary 

Dearyl &  Sherry Riley 

Big O Tires 

DSM Events 

Havasu Iron/Metal 

Havasu 95 Speedway 

Big Jim’s Tire Pros 

Big John’s Stk/Pub 

AZ West All Sports 

Rusty’s Restaurant 

Ace Pest Control 

Bert Parker 

Marc & Tiffany Nastas 

Louie Hoekstra 

Jerry Bradford  

Gil & Janet Losi 

Rob & Sondra Bock  

David Hoekstra 

David Hoekstra 

Louie Hoekstra 

Randy & Coleen McDaniel 

Jerry Bradford 

Jerry Bradford 

Syl & Shirley Szucsko 

Bruce & Ellie Hall  

Phil & Sandee Embury 

Larry & Bebe Bonnell 

Jerry & Barb Pendergrass 

Dan Mudra 

Rich Ralstin 

Dan & Linda Moisio 

Linda & Ed Woody 

Rich & Carmen Reynolds 

Jack & Sue White 

Jim & Patsy Bochniarz 

Michael & Sue Anthony 

Bob & Carol Kirkpatrick 

Bill & Willie Edgington 

Basil Dahl 

Scott & Debbie Campagne 

Keith & Kim Paxton 

Tim & Tammy Benkert 

Derek Dokter 

Harry & Mary Alford  

Jerry Tucker  

Bob & Barb Basxter 

Mike & Karen Christensen 

Bill Root 

Sue Ladd 

Bert & Linda Colita 

Ken & Patsy Light 

Ron & Judy Ennis 

Mike Paulin 

David Schab 

‘57 Chevy Belair 

‘67 AMC Rebel 

‘39 Lincoln Zephyr 

‘48 Ford F1  

‘33 Ford Roadster 

‘55 Chevy Pickup 

‘60 Cadillac 

‘60 Cadillac 

‘39 Lincoln Zephyr 

‘36 Ford Coupe 

‘48 Ford F1 

‘48 Ford F1 

‘34 Dodge Coupe 

‘41 Willys 

‘42 Packard Limo 

‘57 Ford Fairlane 

‘64 Ford Galazy 

‘25 Ford Depot Hack 

‘31 Ford Roadster 

‘32 Ford Roadster 

‘32 Ford Victoria 

‘34 Ford Roadster 

‘36 Ford Coupe 

‘37 Ford Slantback 

‘40 Ford Convert 

‘48 Ford Sedan 

‘49 Mercury 

‘56 Pontiac 

‘63 Chevy Nova 

‘67 Mustang 

‘55 Belair 

‘56 Belair 

‘57 Belair 

‘40 Ford Pickup 

‘56 Ford F100 

‘70 El Camino 

‘66 Mustang 

‘70 Mustang 

‘67 Chevy Nova 

‘57 T-Bird  

‘41 Ford Sedan Dlvy 

‘35 Auburn 

‘67 VW 

LHC, AZ 

Oceanside, CA 

Roswell, NM 

Mesa, AZ 

Murrieta, CA 

Yucca Valley, CA 

Roswell, NM 

Roswell, NM 

Roswell, NM 

Yorba Linda, CA 

Mesa, AZ 

Mesa, AZ 

LHC, AZ 

LHC, AZ 

Mountain Mesa, CA 

Lawndale, CA 

Mesa, AZ 

Mission Viejo, CA 

Covina, CA 

LHC, AZ 

LHC, AZ 

Huntington Bch, CA 

Spokane, WA 

San Clemente, CA 

Newport Beach, CA 

Brea, CA 

LHC, AZ 

LHC, AZ 

Alta Loma, CA 

Lake Arrowhead, CA 

Simi Valley, CA 

Chino, CA 

Riverside, CA 

El Centro, CA 

Lakeside, CA 

Topoc, AZ 

LHC, AZ 

LHC, AZ 

LHC, AZ 

LHC, AZ 

LHC, AZ 

LHC, AZ 

LHC, AZ 

http://www.relicsandrods.com/


 
 

Fashionably speaking….. 
 

The  Run to the Sun Car Show is unique in that it offers the ladies a 

fashion show which is included in the entry price.  This year the 

theme was “Back to the Seventies” commemorating the first Run 35 

years ago.  The outfit contest, table centerpieces, music, tie-dye 

shirts worn by the committee, all reflected the theme.   Even though 

the show doesn’t begin until 10:00, ladies were starting to line up at 

8:00.  They were admitted at 9:00 in order to find seating, choose 

raffle prizes and perhaps purchase a Mimosa or Bloody Mary from 

the bar.  Some of the ladies anxious to enter are shown on the right.  
 

Last year the biggest criticism of the Fashion Show was that it was too long.  True!  It was over three hours.  This 

year it was less than two hours.  The second biggest complaint last year related to the length was that there were 

too many door prizes, so we changed the prize venue a little this year.  We had more raffle prizes than ever before 

and each was worth more than $100. A big thanks is due to the contributors.   They were donated by the local car 

club ladies of Havasu Classics, One Summer Night, Over the Hill Gang, River Cruisers and The Outcasts, Relics 

and Rods’ members, local businesses and even some entrants. 
 

Everyone who won a 

raffle prize seemed 

thrilled.  To the left is 

the Raffle table pic-

tured before the 

drawings.  To the 

right, Fashion Show 

coordinator Mary 

Gauld and R&R 

member Bert Bernier  

present one of the 

many raffle baskets. 
 

We also gave a lady 

at each table the cen-

terpiece and another 

received a 70’s mu-

sic CD as shown on 

the table at left; the 

song selection was 

the same as played 

throughout the show.   
 

In the picture at 

right,  the 50/50 win-

ner enthusiastically 

holds up her $480 

win. 
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Fashion Show emcees, R&R members Paula Anderson and Louise McGarry, are 

shown at left.  Entertainment presented by GraceArts Live Main Street Theatre kicked 

off the show with  musical selections from their current run of “Carousel”.   Such tal-

ent in Lake Havasu City!  Shown below left are Jason Fallis and Nicole Matheson 

performing “If I Loved You” and below right Karen Kampshere performing “You’ll 

Never Walk Alone.”  David McDonough and Jonelle Banaszak also performed 

“When the Children Are Asleep.” 

 

 

 

Following the entertainment was 

the Best Outfit contest.  There 

were only three “groups” compet-

ing for the $200 prize money do-

nated by R&R member Lynette 

Fisher.  A group from Riverside, 

CA, shown below, best repre-

sented the theme with their high 

school graduation gowns. 

The food served received raves.  

No one went hungry with fruit 

sticks, coffee cake, mini-quiche, 

Beignets, salami roll-ups and 

egg rolls being served.  The 

servers never stopped serving 

and smiling.  Wonderful!  
 

The second set of entertainers 

were a little less serious, but no 

less talented.  They were the 

San Diego Droopers’ Jackie Long and Linda Young who did a spoof on  Hooters and 

recited the words to “I Just Don’t Look Good Naked Anymore.”  Very funny!  Below, at 

left, Linda is on the stage with Jackie following. 
 

But, what’s a Fashion Show without fashions?  This year we had ten models presenting fashions from Bon Worth, 

Chic Again, Dillard’s and J.C. Penney.  At center is R&R member Kat Peters modeling for Penney’s.  

 

This year the Fashion Show was all planned and carried out by a 

small committee.  Some are shown at right, meeting at the Nautical 

Turtle Grill to      

let their hair 

down, except the 

one standing in 

the middle, of 

course! 
  

A huge thanks to 

all the fashion 

show helpers 

and to all of the 

attendees! 
 

   Jan Edwards 
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The merry-go-round that was the 2012 Run to the Sun started turning 

before the last Run had even bowed out, and with Run 35 now in the books, 

work has already begun on Run 36.  For three and a half decades, the Relics 

and Rods have endeavored to provide a few days of fun and entertainment 

for folks like ourselves that enjoy activities with their cars and with each 

other, while at the same time helping us to rebuild our good works fund.  I 

said this last year, and can’t think of a better way to phrase it now, so here’s a 

rerun worth rereading: “The hundreds of hours and thousands of dollars ex-

pended to make our Run the best that we can are well-spent when we see all of 

you that attend enjoying yourselves.  Sure, we could have a shorter run and fewer activities 

for a lot less effort on our part and a smaller entry fee for you, and we’d probably end up making just about the 

same number of dollars for our good works fund.  But, all of the extras are for you folks that support us and have 

for years.  Whether this was your first Run to the Sun, or you’ve been to many, a heartfelt “Thank You!” 
 

Thoughts between the dots…..  The Car Corral saw one R&R member sale.  Glenn Whelchel parted with 

his ‘39 Chevy, probably with mixed emotions…..  The Poker Run winner was Charlie Tye, with four deuces.  

The low hand was drawn by Eddie Ebach of the Over the Hill Gang.  Guess the drinks are on Eddie at the next 

club gathering since the high and low hands were worth $250 apiece…..  Did anyone notice that the Rat Rod 

award was sponsored by Ace Pest Control?.....  Scott Laitinen is building and showing a beauty of a Top Ten 

winner every year.  Some wag suggested that he just mail in pictures, and the club could mail back the award, 

which comes off as a compliment, not a slam…..  The entertainment act at the ladies’ fashion show that had 

them all in stitches was a Hooters spoof, “The Droopers”, who recited “I just don’t look good naked any more” 

over a background of stripper music.  No wonder they don’t want any men at their shows…..  The entry count 

was down only slightly this year from last, even though we’re being punished at the gas pumps, and both the 

percentage of ‘59 and earlier compared to ‘60 and newer cars and percentage of entrants from in and outside of 

LHC remained nearly the same…..  Thanks to Diana Flesner, Bill Junge and Debbie Pulido for help this issue. 
 

Feedback…..  Again this year, you all have the chance to have your say.  In previous years we opened The 

Talepipe to comments about your experiences at the show, the good, bad and yes, even the ugly, and we got 

some of each, a good response in any case.  Opportunity again knocks, and we will publish the responses that are 

sent to us if they include your name, city and state.  You can just click on the Talepipe email address that follows 

to send us your thoughts:   talepipe@swiftwireless.net    They will be published in the December Talepipe. 
 

                            Editor 

From the Rumble Seat 
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